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Canberra’s 76th  
Carols by Candlelight

WELCOME TO CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 2020

 
We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people, Traditional Owners of country on which we meet, and 
recognise their continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their 
Elders past, present and emerging.

Welcome to Canberra’s 76th annual Carols by Candlelight.

Christmas means different things to all of us. But one common theme of this much-loved season 
is “giving”.  This year, we ask you to give generously and support our nominated charity, Hands 
Across Canberra. 

Hands Across Canberra is the city’s independent community foundation.  It was founded in 2010 
by a group of Canberra leaders with the idea of creating a foundation to help community service 
organisations.  It now works with more than 250 local organisations who, in turn, help our most 
vulnerable individuals and families. Hands Across Canberra typifies the spirit of giving, which 
we celebrate at Carols by Candlelight.  We encourage you to give generously to Hands Across 
Canberra this Christmas, to enable them to continue their great work in the Canberra Community.  

Traditionally, Canberra’s Carols by Candlelight has been a free event as a gift to the community.  
This year, due to the challenges that Covid-19 has presented, we are forced to move to a ticketed 
model for the first time, with a greatly reduced crowd.  Please accept our heartfelt thanks for 
supporting Carols by Candlelight through purchasing tickets to this wonderful community event. 

This event wouldn’t be possible without the continuing support of the community, our event 
partners and sponsors.  Woden Valley Youth Choir have been proud organisers of Canberra’s 
Carols by Candlelight for over 20 years.  We wish to acknowledge and thank our organising 
partner National Capital Authority, and Performance Partners, the wonderful Canberra City Band.  
This year for the first time we welcome Event Partners ABC Canberra, who will be broadcasting 
the event for those who cannot attend in person.  We also wish to extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to our Production Sponsors: Eclipse Light and Sound for their ongoing support of Carols by 
Candlelight with their lighting and sound expertise; and Dane Liepins from Corin Forest, who 
is donating his team and equipment to assist with the recording and broadcasting of Carols by 
Candlelight to our viewers at home.  

Carols by Candlelight also wouldn’t be possible without the support of our other major sponsors 
Commonwealth Bank, Bob Walker Carpets and Wonderschool Canberra.  Special thanks also to 
The Canberra Weekly for producing this carol sheet, and to our many other sponsors, large and 
small.  

From all of us at Carols by Candlelight, we wish everyone a joyous and peaceful Christmas.



Audience 1. Deck the Halls
(WITH ALL SOLOISTS)

Deck the hall with boughs of holly,  
Fa-la-la-la-la- la-la-la-la, 
‘Tis the season to be jolly, 
Fa-la-la-la-la- la-la-la-la, 
Don we now our gay apparel,  
Fa-la-la-la-la- la-la-la-la, 
Troll the ancient Yule-tide carol.  
Fa-la-la-la-la- la-la-la-la,

See the blazing Yule before us,  
Strike the harp and join the Chorus,  
Follow me in merry measure,  
While I tell of Yule-tide treasure. 

Fast away the old year passes,  
Hail the new, ye lads and lasses,  
Sing we joyous, all together,  
Heedless of the wind and weather. 

White Christmas 
BY BY IRVING BERLIN ARR. DAVE POLAIN

SUNG BY WODEN VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR AND 
CANBERRA CITY BAND

The Angel Choir and the Trumpeter 
BY Y CHRIS DEDRICK

SUNG BY WODEN VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR

Audience 2. God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
(WITH SOLOIST JOANNA PROCHINA)

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour was born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray:

Chorus: 
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy,  
comfort and joy, 
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heav’nly Father a blessed angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born The Son of God by name:

Chorus

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface:

Chorus

Audience 3. Rudolph, the Red-nosed 
Reindeer

Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer 
Had a very shiny nose, 
And if you ever saw it,  
You would even say it glows.

All of the other reindeer 
Used to laugh and call him names, 
They never let poor Rudolph 
Join in any reindeer games.

Then one foggy Christmas Eve, 
Santa came to say: 
“Rudolph with your nose so bright 
Won’t you guide my sleigh tonight?”

Then how the reindeer loved him 
As they shouted out with glee, 
“Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer, 
You’ll go down in history!”



Be a Santa Claus 
BY GREG GILPIN

SUNG BY WODEN VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR AND SANTA

Audience 6. The First Noel
(WITH SOLOIST SAMANTHA SLY) 

The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay: 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep  
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star,  
shining in the east, beyond them far: 
And to the earth it gave great light,  
and so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel.

Then let us all with one accord  
sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
That hath made heaven and earth of nought,  
and with his blood mankind has bought. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel.

Audience 7.  
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

(WITH SOLOIST JOANNA PROCHINA)

Hark! The herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 
Hark! The herald angels sing  
“Glory to the newborn King”.

Hail the heaven born Prince of peace! 
Hail the son of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King”.

Audience 5.  Here Comes 
Santa Claus!

Here comes Santa Claus!  Here comes Santa Claus! 
Right down Santa Claus Lane!
Vixen and Blitzen and all his reindeer are pulling on the rein.
Bells are ringing, children singing, all is merry and bright, 
so hang your stockings and say your pray’rs, 
‘cause Santa Claus comes tonight!
Here comes Santa Claus!  Here comes Santa Claus! 
Right down Santa Claus Lane!
He’s got a bag that is filled with toys for the boys and girls again.
Hear those sleigh bells jingle, jangle!  What a beautiful sight!
So jump in bed, cover up your head,
‘cause Santa Claus comes tonight!

Audience 4. Jingle Bells
Dashing through the snow in a one horse open sleigh, 
O’er the fields we go, laughing all the way! 
Bells on bobtail ring, making spirits bright. 
Oh what fun it is to sing a sleighing song tonight!

Chorus:  
Jingle bells, jingle bells, Jingle all the way! 
Oh what fun it is to ride in a one horse open sleigh! 
Jingle bells, jingle bells, Jingle all the way! 
Oh what fun it is to ride in a one horse open sleigh!

Christmas Eve is here, we go off to bed, 
As we climb the stairs, nod each weary head, 
Take our stockings off, hang them in a row, 
Then jump quickly into bed and off to sleep we go.

Chorus



Audience 8.  Once In Royal 
David’s City

Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone.
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high;
Where like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around.

Audience 9.  We Three Kings of 
Orient Are

(WITH SOLOIST MARTIN EVERETT)

We three kings of Orient are; 
Bearing gifts we travel afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,     
Following yonder star.

CHORUS:
O star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem plain,
Gold I bring to crown him again,
King for ever, ceasing never
Over us all to reign.

Frankincense to offer have I,
Incense owns a Deity nigh.
Prayer and praising, all men raising,
Worship him, God most high.

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorr’wing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in a stone-cold tomb.

Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and sacrifice,
Alleluia, alleluia,
Earth to heav’n replies.

Bring Them Home
BY JEFF MEEGAN AND BRAD HATFIELD, ARR. GREG GILPIN

SUNG BY WODEN VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR

Be Like them 
 BY LUCY SUGERMEN

 Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas 

BY HUGH MARTIN AND RALPH BLANE
SOLOIST - LUCY SUGERMAN



Mary’s Boy Child
BY JESTER HAIRSTON 

SUNG BY MARTIN EVERETT WITH WODEN VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR

Santa Baby 
BY JOAN JAVITS AND PHILIP SPRINGER

SUNG BY DANA HASSALL

Audience 13. Carol of the Birds
Out on the plains the brolgas are dancing
Lifting their feet like war horses prancing
Up to the sun the woodlarks go winging
Faint in the dawn light echoes their singing
Orana!  Orana!  Orana to Christmas Day

 Down where the tree ferns grow by the river
There where the waters sparkle and quiver
Deep in the gullies bell-birds are chiming
Softly and sweetly their lyric notes rhyming
Orana!  Orana!  Orana to Christmas Day

 Friar birds sip the nectar of flowers
Currawongs chant in the wattle tree bowers
In the blue ranges lorikeets calling
Carols of bushbirds rising and falling
Orana!  Orana!  Orana to Christmas Day

Audience 10.   
O Come All Ye Faithful

(WITH SOLOIST SAMANTHA SLY)

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
Glory to God in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father; now in flesh appearing. 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Audience 12. The Three Drovers
Across the plains one Christmas night,  
three drovers riding blythe and gay, 
Looked up and saw a starry light,  
more radiant than the Milky Way; 
And on their hearts such wonder fell,  
they sang with joy 
“Noel! Noel!  Noel! Noel! Noel!”

The air was dry with summer heat, 
and smoke was on the yellow moon; 
But from the heavens, faint and sweet,  
came floating down a wond’rous tune; 
And, as they heard, they sang full well,  
those drovers three - 
“Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel!”

The black swans flew across the sky,  
the wild dog called across the plain, 
The starry lustre blazed on high,  
still echoed on the heavenly strain; 
And still they sang “Noel! Noel!”  
those drovers three. 
“Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel!”

Audience 11.  O Little Town 
of Bethlehem

(WITH SOLOIST DANA HASSALL)

O little town of Bethlehem!
How still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.
O holy Child of Bethlehem!
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell,
O come to us, abide with us;
Our Lord Emmanuel.



Audience 15. The Twelve Days of 
Christmas

On the first (second, etc) day of Christmas, my true 
love sent to me
1. a partridge in a pear tree.
2. two turtle doves 
3. three French hens
4. four calling birds
5. five gold rings
6. six geese a-laying
7. seven swans a-swimming
8. eight maids a-milking
9. nine ladies dancing
10. ten lords a-leaping
11. eleven pipers piping
12. twelve drummers drumming

Audience 16.  Silent Night 
(WITH ALL SOLOISTS)  

Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child, 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly host sings Alleluia, 
Christ, the Saviour is born, 
Christ, the Saviour is born.

Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Audience 17.  We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas

(WITH ALL SOLOISTS)  

We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
And a happy New Year!
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin;
We wish you a merry Christmas,
And a happy New Year!

Holiday Romance 
BY JAY ALTHOUSE

SUNG BY WODEN VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR 

Audience 14.  Angels, From the 
Realms of Glory

Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

CHORUS: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds in the field abiding, 
watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing; 
yonder shines the infant light:

Sages, leave your contemplations; 
brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great desire of nations; 
ye have seen his natal star:
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WITH ADDITIONAL THANKS TO:
Wilsons Security, Canberra Security, Reject Shop Weston, Bunnings, 

Miss Moss Florals, ACT Policing, John McGrath, DOMA Group,  
Brindabella Print, Rotary Club of Hall, Woden Rotary Club.

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 2020 PARTNERS

Rotary Club of Canberra 
Burley Griff in 


